
Amador Ledger Dispatch

www.wrh.noaa.gov/sacramento/ 
 

Monday, December 19, 2005 Serving Amador County Since 1855

 
SEARCH

Search for:

NEWS

City Government

Arrest and Call Log

Schools

Crime & Courts

County

Main News 

Finance

California news

Health

SPORTS

Basketball Boys

Basketball Girls

Wrestling

Baseball Boys

Fishing Report

Feature

Soccer

Tennis

Softball

Golf

LIFESTYLES

Education

Religion

Focus on Business

Ledger Leaders

Birth Announcements

Community

Engagements

Bon Appétit

Movies

Military

Gardening

Wedding/Anniversary 
Announcements

Our Turn

Announcement forms

Columns

Master Gardener Corner

E-mail this article to a friend | Printer friendly format

Skaters flock to newly opened Ione 
skatepark

Friday, December 16, 2005

By Ray Estrada 

About 15 skaters descended onto the 
newly opened Ione skatepark 
Wednesday, within just two hours of 
the park’s fence being taken down.

Photo by: Sean Rabé

Skateboarding is not a crime, at least in one 
part of Ione.

The long-awaited skate facility at Howard 
Park in Ione is "good to go," according to its 
designer Zachary Wormhoudt who said he 
walked through the facility last week.

Ione Public Works Manager Don Myshrall said 
Wednesday the skatepark is unofficially open, 
but his crews plan to put up a sign today on 
the southeast side of the recreational area off 
Highway 124.

"We hope to officially open the park on 
Saturday, but there won't be a dedication 
ceremony until later," Myshrall said. 

Santa Cruz-based Worm-houdt, who has 
designed dozens of skateparks in North 
America, said Wednesday he had not heard 
from Ione officials about when a dedication 
ceremony might be held. "It looked good to 
go," Wormhoudt said.

Since Wormhoudt toured the facility, some 
parents reportedly have been taking their 
youngsters to the park where they hopped a 
fence and took a few runs on their 
skateboards.

It took all of two hours for the county's 
skaters to make it to the park on Wednesday 
after the fence was taken down. By 4 p.m. 
about 15 skaters were sessioning the park.

"It's great," said Pioneer's Ron Decker after 
landing a couple of backside airs off one of 
the park's quarterpipe features. "It's nice to 
have a local park so we don't have to drive 
an hour to skate in a park. And we don't 
have to worry about the cops hassling us 
now."

Skatepark construction began in the spring, 
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Ron Decker catches about 3 feet of air 
off one of the park’s ramp features. All 
skaters agreed the park is a great 
facility.

Photo by: Sean Rabé

but some officials said then they expected 
the project to be completed by late summer 
of this year.

Construction of the skatepark has been 
delayed several times. The contract awarded 
earlier this year marked the culmination of 
almost four years of effort by Ione residents 
and city officials. The Ione City Council voted unanimously in March to award a nearly 
$300,000 contract to A.J. Vasconi to build the skatepark.

Andy Vasconi, who owns Concord-based A.J. Vasconi General Engineering, said the 
most recent delay was caused in part by Hurricane Katrina, which slowed many 
deliveries of steel products through Louisiana. Vasconi's crews were waiting for a steel 
coping rail that skate boarders like to ride on. That part - needed to complete the 
skatepark - arrived in late October. 

The city obtained a $232,000 state park and recreation grant to build the skatepark, 
but more funds needed to be raised. The park was downsized a bit so the grant covered 
most of the costs. The Jackson Rancheria Casino donated $50,000 and other supporters 
kicked in the balance.

In July 2001 a group rallied around the theme "Park Our Skaters," and presented their 
plans in a detailed presentation to the council. In October 2001, the group secured the 
grant from the state. Because of discrepancies in the bids and misinterpretations of the 
bid packet, the council decided to dump all bids and start the process anew in 
November 2004.

Ray Estrada

READER POLL

Do you think it is 
offensive to tell someone 
Merry Christmas as 
opposed to Happy 
Holidays?  

Yes, Merry Christmas 
is offensive

 

No, Merry Christmas 
is not offensive

 

Neither is offensive  

I don't know  

 

Total Votes: 187

View Results
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Castle Oaks Women’s 
Club - 12/19
Amador Fire Safe Council 
- 12/21
Christmas tree pick-up - 
1/2
Library Lecture Series - 
1/3
Kiwanis Club - 1/4
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